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Status 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a non-final action. Claims 1-32 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

1. The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 

CFR 1.126 which requires the original numbering of the claims to 
be preserved throughout the prosecution. When claims are 
canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new 
claims are presented, they must be numbered consecutively 
beginning with the number next following the highest numbered 
claims previously presented (whether entered or not) . 

Misnumbered claim 3 (the second claim 3) been renumbered 
claim 4 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 1, 2, 4, 14 , 15, 16, 17, 19, 29-32 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated over Baker (U.S. 
Patent No. 3, 886, 706) . 

Claims 1 and 16: Baker discloses a panel for use in a 
'ceiling system having a main frame (Fig. 5) forming an outer 
periphery that defines an opening, at least two crossing members 
(4, 5) bridging the opening, a veil facing (1) made of glass 
fibers (Col. 2, lines 30-35), and the panels are adhered to the 
understructure (Co. 4, lines 1-5; Col. 5, lines 55-60/ Baker 
teaches that the adaptors, 7 are adhered to the panel and the 
adaptors may be adhered to the frame.) Applicant should note 
that the adaptors, 7, are attached to member 4 which serves as 
both an outer periphery member and cross member (see Fig. 5, 
generally. ) 

Claims 2 and 17: the main frame and cross members are a 
one-piece assembly when assembled (see Fig. 1, generally) . 

Claims 4 and 19: the frame and cross members are metal, 

\ 

\ 

which is a roll-f ormable material. 

Claims 14 and 29: the frame is rectangular (Fig. 1, 
generally) . 

Claims 15 and 30: the cross members are in an "X" shape. 
Claims 31 and 32: the facing material underlies the frame 
(Fig. 11: generally) . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3, The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 5, 6, 13, 18, 20, 21 and 28 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Baker as applied to 
claims 1 and 16 above, and further in view of Blum (U.S. Patent 
No. 4,272,804) 

Claims 3 and 18: the prior art of record discloses the 
claimed invention except for the material of the frame and 
crossing members being of plastic. Blum discloses a panel frame 
system made of extruded plastic (Col. 3, lines 10-15) . It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to use plastic material because 
plastic is a functional equivalence to the metal frame and would 
perform equally as well. 
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Claims 5 and 20: while the prior art of record does not 
disclose the materials welded together, it would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to weld the pieces together 
(regardless of the composition) to prevent unwanted separation. 
Applicant should note that the panel is to be removable, but 
Baker does not disclose such information about the frame. 

Claims 6 and 21: plastic materials have inherent flame 
retardant properties. 

Claims 13 and 28: the facing material is adhered to the 
frame members by adhesive applied to either the frame or veil. 

Claims 7 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Baker and Blum as applied to claim 6 and 
21 above, and further in view of Auriemma (U.S. Patent No. 
7, 062, 886) . 

Claims 7 and 22: while Baker in view of Blum discloses the 
frame members are plastic, it does not disclose that they are 
made of polyvinyl chloride. It would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art to make the members of polyvinyl chloride because this 
is a well known plastic and would perform equally as well. 
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Claims 8, 9, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Baker and Blum as applied to claims 3 
and 18 above, and further in view of Kownacki (U.S. Publication 
2003/0145532) . 

Claims 8 and 23 : the prior art of record discloses the 
claimed invention including the frame members are plastic, but 
not made with one of the materials as claimed. Kownacki 
discloses a plastic material made calcium carbonate (paragraph 
0003, line 20). It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to use this material because this material further strengthens 
the frame members. 

Claims 9 and 24 : the prior art of record discloses the 
claimed invention including the frame members are plastic, but 
not a reinforcement. Kownacki discloses a plastic member 
reinforced with glass or talc (paragraph 0003, lines 18-22). It 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to add a reinforcement 
to the plastic structure because these types of reinforcements 
are well known in the art to be used in combination with 
plastics to further strengthen the material. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 
following have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground (s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to William 
V. Gilbert whose telephone number is 571.272.9055, The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 08:00 to 17:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be 
reached on 571.272.6777. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 



Application/ Control Number: 10/749,085 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 3635 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




